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Section 1. STATEMENT OF LEGISLATIVE INTENT: 

 

The Town Board finds that recent advances in cloud computing, artificial intelligence, 

digital storage, and related technologies have resulted in proposals for increasingly large-scale data 

centers and artificial intelligence computing facilities throughout New York State and the nation. 

 

The Town Board further finds that such facilities may present unique land use, 

infrastructure, utility, environmental, public safety, and community character impacts that are not 

adequately addressed by the Town's existing comprehensive plan, zoning regulations and other 

local laws. 

 

Potential impacts include, but are not limited to: 

 

• Significant electrical demand and associated transmission infrastructure; 

• Construction of electrical substations and related utility facilities; 

• Water consumption and wastewater impacts; 

• Noise generated by cooling systems, generators, transformers, and mechanical equipment; 

• Traffic impacts during construction and operation; 

• Visual impacts and lighting; 

• Emergency response considerations; 

• Impacts on agricultural resources and rural character; 

• Compatibility with existing land uses; and 

• Other impacts not currently addressed by the Town's zoning regulations and other local 

laws. 

 

 The Town Board finds that it is in the best interests of the Town to temporarily suspend 

the review, approval or creation of all new data centers and artificial intelligence computing 

facilities on lands within the Town of Tyre.  This will afford the Town sufficient time to review 

the Town of Tyre Comprehensive Plan, the Zoning Law of the Town of Tyre, the Town of Tyre 

Site Plan Review Regulations, and other land use controls, local laws and ordinances and, if 

determined to be necessary, amend pertinent sections of the Town of Tyre Comprehensive Plan or 

of existing local laws or to draft and adopt new regulations and/or laws. 

 

Accordingly, the Town Board hereby determines that a temporary moratorium is necessary 

to preserve the status quo by ensuring that any data centers and artificial intelligence computing 

facilities are reviewed under the new regulations and not under the existing laws and that doing so 

will protect the public health, safety, and welfare while such actions are undertaken. 

 

Section 2. DEFINITIONS 

 

A. ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE COMPUTING FACILITY: A Data Center whose primary 

purpose is to house or operate computing equipment used for the development, training, fine-

tuning, testing, deployment, execution, or inference of artificial intelligence or machine-learning 

models or systems, including associated servers, graphics processing units, specialized computing 

accelerators, networking equipment, cooling systems, backup power generation, electrical 

equipment, and other supporting infrastructure. 



 

B. ZONING ENFORCEMENT OFFICER: Town of Tyre Zoning Enforcement Officer 

 

C. DATA CENTER: Any building, structure, facility, campus, or portion thereof whose 

primary purpose is to house and operate centralized computing equipment and associated 

infrastructure for the storage, processing, management, hosting, analysis, transmission, or 

distribution of digital data or information, including cloud computing, colocation, artificial 

intelligence computing, high-performance computing, or cryptocurrency or blockchain 

processing. 

 

The term includes server buildings, colocation facilities, cloud computing facilities, artificial 

intelligence computing facilities, hyperscale data centers, digital storage facilities, and all 

accessory structures, equipment, uses, and infrastructure principally serving such facility, 

including backup power generation facilities, battery energy storage systems, cooling systems, 

water supply facilities, electrical substations, and transformers. 

 

The term applies regardless of the terminology used by an owner, operator, developer, or applicant, 

but does not include computers, servers, telecommunications equipment, or other information-

technology equipment that are incidental and accessory to a permitted principal use whose primary 

purpose is not data processing, data storage, artificial intelligence computing, cloud computing, 

high-performance computing, cryptocurrency processing, or another similar computational 

service. 

 

D. PLANNING BOARD: Town of Tyre Planning Board 

 

E. TOWN: Town of Tyre, Seneca County, New York 

 

F. TOWN BOARD: Town of Tyre Town Board 

 

G. ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: Town of Tyre Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

Section 3. MORATORIUM. 

  

A. The Town Board hereby enacts a moratorium, which shall prohibit the review, approval, 

creation, establishment, placement, relocation, construction, reconstruction, enlargement, 

modification or erection anywhere within the Town of any Artificial Intelligence Computing 

Facility or Data Center. 

 

B. This moratorium shall be in effect for a period of one (1) year from the effective date of 

this Local Law and shall expire on the earlier of (i) the date one (1) year from said effective date, 

unless renewed; or (ii) the enactment by the Town Board of a resolution indicating the Town Board 

is satisfied that the need for the moratorium no longer exists. 

 

C. This moratorium shall apply to all zoning districts and all real property within the Town.  

 



D. Pursuant to this moratorium, the Planning Board shall not review or process any 

applications for any Artificial Intelligence Computing Facility or Data Center nor shall it grant any 

preliminary or final approval to any site plan or subdivision application or grant or approve any 

special use permit that includes an Artificial Intelligence Computing Facility or Data Center as 

part of the application; except that reviews of existing special use permits that are required to come 

regularly before the Town for re-approval, may be reviewed and approved by the Town, provided 

such applications do not request any modifications to an existing Artificial Intelligence Computing 

Facility or Data Center. 

 

E. Pursuant to this moratorium, no Building Permits nor Certificates of Occupancy shall be 

issued for any Artificial Intelligence Computing Facility or Data Center anywhere within the Town 

unless it has received special use permit approval and/or final site plan approval, as applicable, 

prior to the effective date of this local law. 

 

F. Pursuant to this moratorium, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall not accept, review, process, 

hear, or determine any appeal or application involving the establishment, placement, relocation, 

construction, reconstruction, enlargement, modification, or erection of an Artificial Intelligence 

Computing Facility or Data Center, including any application for an area variance, use variance, 

interpretation, or other relief under the Zoning Law of the Town of Tyre. 

 

Section 4. EXEMPTIONS 

 

The provisions of this Local Law shall not apply to: 

 

A. Routine maintenance, repair, or replacement of existing telecommunications or 

information technology equipment that does not materially increase capacity, electrical 

demand, building area, or operational intensity. 

 

B. Data processing equipment used solely for the operation of a permitted principal use and 

that is incidental and accessory thereto. 

 

C. Existing facilities that have received all required discretionary land use approvals prior to 

the effective date of this Local Law. 

 

Section 5. PENALTIES.   

 

Any person, firm, entity or corporation which shall violate the provisions of this Local 

Law, shall be subject to:  

 

1. A penalty in the amount of $250.00 for each day that such violation shall exist; and 

 

2. Injunctive relief in favor of the Town to cease any and all such actions which 

conflict with this Local Law and, if necessary, to remove any construction or 

improvements which may have been built in violation of this Local Law. 

 



It shall be the duty of the Zoning Enforcement Officer to enforce the provisions of this 

Local Law. 

 

Section 6. RELIEF FROM APPLICATION OF MORATORIUM 

 

A.  The Town Board reserves the authority to grant limited relief from the strict application of 

this Local Law where a property owner demonstrates that application of the moratorium 

would impose an extraordinary and unnecessary hardship that deprives the owner of all 

reasonable use of the affected property. 

B.  Mere delay in applying for or receiving a zoning amendment, site plan approval, special 

use permit, subdivision approval, variance, building permit, certificate of occupancy, or 

other municipal approval during the term of this moratorium shall not constitute 

extraordinary or unnecessary hardship. 

C.  An application for relief shall be submitted in writing to the Town Clerk and shall identify 

the affected property, the relief requested, the circumstances supporting the request, and 

the evidence upon which the applicant relies. 

D.  The Town Board shall conduct a public hearing upon the application after providing notice 

as required by law. In determining the application, the Town Board shall consider whether: 

1. The applicant would be deprived of all reasonable use of the affected property without 

relief;  

2. The alleged hardship is unique to the property and was not self-created; 

3. The requested relief would adversely affect public health, safety, or welfare; natural 

resources; public utilities or infrastructure; neighboring properties; agricultural 

resources; or the rural character of the Town;  

4. The requested relief would conflict with the purposes of this Local Law or with any 

regulations under consideration by the Town; and  

5. Any relief can be limited or conditioned to minimize potential adverse effects.  

E.  The Town Board may grant, grant with conditions, or deny the application. Any relief 

granted shall be limited to the minimum extent necessary to alleviate the demonstrated 

hardship. 

F.  Relief granted under this section shall constitute relief only from the temporary 

restrictions of this Local Law. It shall not constitute or substitute for any zoning 

amendment, use variance, area variance, special use permit, site plan approval, 

subdivision approval, building permit, certificate of occupancy, or other approval 

otherwise required by law. 

 

Section 7. VALIDITY.   

 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part of this local law shall be adjudged by 

any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or 

invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 

paragraph, section or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment 

shall have been ordered. 



 

Section 8. SUPERSEDING EFFECT.   

 

Pursuant to New York Municipal Home Rule Law, Section 22, the provisions of this law 

are to supersede any inconsistent provision of state or local law.   

 

Section 9. EFFECTIVE DATE.   

 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the New York Department of State 

and shall remain in force and effect for a period of one (1) year from the date of such filing. 



(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law  

and strike out that which is not applicable.) 

 

1.  (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) 

 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as Local Law No. 2 of 2026 of the 

Town of Tyre was duly passed by the Tyre Town Board on _______________, 2026, in 

accordance with the applicable provisions of law.   
 

2.  (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after 

disapproval by the Elective Chief Executive Officer1.)  

 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. ____________ of 

20__ of the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of _______________________ was duly passed by 

the _______________________ on __________________, 20__, and was (approved)(not 

approved)(repassed after disapproval) by the _________________________ and was deemed duly 

adopted on ________________, 20__ in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.   

 

3.  (Final adoption by referendum.)  

 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. _____________ of 

20__ of the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of ___________________________ was duly passed 

by the on 20__, and was (approved)(not approved)(repassed after disapproval) by the 

_______________________on ______________, 20__.  Such local law was submitted to the 

people by reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and received the affirmative vote of a 

majority of the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general)(special)(annual) election held on 

________________, 20__, in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.   

 

4.  (Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed 

requesting referendum.)  

 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. ____________ of 

20__of the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of _____________________ was duly passed by the 

_____________________ on _____________________, 20__, and was (approved)(not 

approved)(repassed after disapproval) by the ____________________________ on 

__________________________, 20__.  Such local law was subject to permissive referendum and 

no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as of __________________, 20__, in 

accordance with the applicable provisions of law.   

 

 

 

 
1 Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected 

on a county- wide basis or, if there be none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the 

mayor of a city or village, or the supervisor of a town where such officer is vested with the power 

to approve or veto local laws or ordinances.   
 



 

 

5.  (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.)  

 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 

_____________________ of 20__ of the City of _____________________ of having been 

submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of section (36)(37) of the Municipal Home 

Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of such 

city voting thereon at the (special)(general) election held on _______________, 20__, became 

operative.   

 

6.  (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.)  

 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 

____________________ of 20__ of the County of ___________________, State of New York, 

having been submitted to the electors at the General Election of November ___, 20__, pursuant to 

subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the 

affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and a 

majority of the qualified electors of the towns of said county considered as a unit voting at said 

general election, became operative.   

 

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate 

certification.)  

 

I further certify that I have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this office 

and that the same is a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local law, and 

was finally adopted in the manner indicated in paragraph 1, above.   

 

 

              

Town Clerk 

 

 

(Seal)      Date:           


