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Town of Type Comprehensive Plan Survey – Result 

Analysis 

DATE:  June 29, 2026               

PROJECT :  Tyre Comprehensive Plan 

TO:  Elizabeth Partee 

CC: Eric Cooper 
FROM:  Jessica Geary 

RE:  Tyre Comprehensive Plan Survey Result Analysis 
 

 

Background Information: 
The Tyre Comprehensive Plan Survey was available online and in hard copy. Interested 

participants could pick up a copy of the survey at Town Hall upon request. A flier 

advertising the survey was mailed out to Tyre mailing addresses. The flier was also 

available at Town Hall. Tyre advertised the survey on its website, on Facebook, and 

publicized it at Town Board meetings. The survey was available from May 27th to June 

29th. 89 people participated in the survey.  

 
Section A: About You 

Survey takers are primarily residents of Tyre (71%). Responses are generally reflective 

of the Town’s older generations that are 55 years and older (54%), many of whom have 

lived in Tyre for several decades. This is likely to account for 29% of retired 

respondents. Of the working population, 15% work or operate a business in the Town, 

while nearly 59% work elsewhere. Town news is received primarily via word of mouth 

(65%), mail (49%), and social media (46%).  
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Section B: Community Priorities 
Community priorities that at least half of respondents feel are important are community 

services (fire, water, police, road maintenance; 63%), affordable cost of living (56%), 

farming and agriculture (56%), public utilities (water, sewer, gas, high speed internet; 

54%), and rural character (52%). Respondents generally did not think employment 

opportunities, housing quality, school quality, shopping and dining, and access to 

outdoor recreation were important.  

The biggest challenges respondents think Tyre is facing are centered around protecting 

natural resources and water quality (51%), the Town’s rural (43%) and agricultural 

quality (46%), and limiting commercial growth (38%). Expanding Tyre’s public water and 

sewer systems, was also identified as a significant challenge (38%). Improving parks 

and recreation access and managing residential growth were not considered a 

significant priority. 

Section C: Housing and Growth 
An overwhelming majority of respondents want to encourage farmland and limit its 

conversion to retail or industrial uses. This response emphasizes the desire to preserve 

Tyre’s rural and agricultural character as reflected in Section B.  

Over half of respondents believe that affordable housing is important or very important. 

Housing is considered affordable if an occupant spends no more than 30% of their 

income on housing costs. When asked which types of housing should be available, the 

majority selected single-family homes on 1-5 acres (70%) and single-family homes on 

+5 acres (46%). Options like duplexes, townhomes, and apartments each received 

fewer than 7% of responses. The preference in housing types is not consistent with the 

perceived importance of affordable housing. However, housing type preference is 

consistent with the desire to preserve Tyre as a rural, agricultural, small town.  
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30% of respondents want to limit housing growth, which is consistent with housing being 

considered a low priority in Section B. However, 35% want to see residential 

development focused near already developed areas or areas with existing 

infrastructure. Commercial and retail development is not identified as a high priority, 

with over half of respondents viewing it as “not important” or “slightly important.” When 

asked where future commercial development should be located, nearly 90% want to 

concentrate it near already developed areas. 

Section D: Transportation, Recreation, and Environment 
Over half of survey respondents are supportive of expanding water and sewer services 

to more areas in Tyre, but less than a third would support smaller lot sizes to connect 

more homes to those systems. This sentiment is consistent with the desire for large lots 

with single-family housing as identified in Section C. Almost all respondents identified 

protecting the water quality of lakes, rivers, and streams as important, which reflects 

community priorities addressed in Section B. Respondents expressed some concern 

over speeding and traffic on Town roads, giving a 3 out of 5 stars. A majority of survey 

takers were opposed to using a proposed Regional Transit Service bus stop near the 

Route 318 and 414 interchange (74%). 

The most popular community amenities and features respondents want to see more of 

are trails (38%), parks (36%), playgrounds (20%), open space (18%), access to the Erie 

Canal, and other public lands (36%). Although these are considered popular amenities, 

Section B concluded that improving park and recreation access is not a high priority or 

concern. Additionally, 30% did not want to see any of the amenities listed in the survey. 

24.7% of respondents identified Tyre exploring opportunities for additional parks and 

recreation spaces as important, 6.7% identified it as very important, 25.8% were neutral, 

14.6% thought it was slightly important, and 28.1% did not find it important. Although 

parks were one of the top three future community amenities, there is no clear 
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consensus on this issue, as responses are evenly distributed. Respondents think that 

new park opportunities are not important. There is, however, support for the park as 

33%, or one third, find it important or very important. Additionally, those that are neutral 

may support future park opportunities.  

Survey results on providing safe areas for walking and biking are similar to responses 

regarding identifying new parks and recreational spaces. One third of respondents think 

that providing safe areas for walking and biking is important (21.4%) or very important 

(14.6%).  25.8% do not find it important, 20.2% find it slightly important, and 18% are 

neutral. There is no clear consensus on this issue, as responses are evenly distributed. 

There is, however, support for safe walking and biking, as 36% find it important or very 

important. Additionally, those that are neutral may support future walking and biking 

infrastructure opportunities. 

Section E: Final Thoughts 
There are several popular opinions that respondents would like Town leaders to 

consider in the comprehensive plan update. As reflected in survey responses, the 

community has a strong desire to preserve Tyre’s rural and agricultural characteristics, 

limit commercial development, and large-scale infrastructure projects. Large-scale 

infrastructure projects mentioned include solar farms, data centers, and wind farms. 

There is a strong interest in expanding water lines and addressing roadside drainage 

and erosion issues. 
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89 responses

Which best describes your connection to the Town of Tyre? (Select one)

Q1

70.79%70.79%​​70.79%

28.09%28.09%​​28.09%

1.12%1.12%​​1.12%

Resident

Own Property

Neither

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Section A: About You
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89 responses

What is your age group? (Select one)

Q2

0%0%​​0%

2.25%2.25%​​2.25%

7.87%7.87%​​7.87%

17.98%17.98%​​17.98%

17.98%17.98%​​17.98%

25.84%25.84%​​25.84%

28.09%28.09%​​28.09%

Under 18

18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65+

0% 10% 20% 30%
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89 responses

If you reside in the Town of Tyre, how long have you lived here? (Select one)

Q3

3.37%3.37%​​3.37%

1.12%1.12%​​1.12%

10.11%10.11%​​10.11%

23.6%23.6%​​23.6%

23.6%23.6%​​23.6%

33.71%33.71%​​33.71%

4.49%4.49%​​4.49%

Less than 2 years

2-5 years

6-10 years

11-20 years

21-30 years

More than 30 years

I do not live in the Town

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
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89 responses

Which best describes your work status? (Select one)

Q4

3.37%3.37%​​3.37%

8.99%8.99%​​8.99%

26.97%26.97%​​26.97%

13.48%13.48%​​13.48%

7.87%7.87%​​7.87%

3.37%3.37%​​3.37%

29.21%29.21%​​29.21%

5.62%5.62%​​5.62%

1.12%1.12%​​1.12%

I work from home

I work in the Town of Tyre

I work elsewhere in Seneca
​County

I work in a neighboring
​county

I work elsewhere

I am not currently
​employed

Retired

I own or operate a business
​in Town

Prefer not to answer

0% 10% 20% 30%
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89 responses

How do you receive Town news? (Select all that apply)

Q5

13.48%13.48%​​13.48%

33.71%33.71%​​33.71%

46.07%46.07%​​46.07%

49.44%49.44%​​49.44%

65.17%65.17%​​65.17%

Newspaper

Town Website

Social Media

Mail

Word of Mouth

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
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89 responses

Which of the following are most important to you regarding the Town of Tyre?
(Please select up to 5 that matter most to you personally. You may select fewer if
only a few apply.)

Q6

Section B: Community Priorities
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56.18%56.18%​​56.18%

4.49%4.49%​​4.49%

22.47%22.47%​​22.47%

62.92%62.92%​​62.92%

53.93%53.93%​​53.93%

56.18%56.18%​​56.18%

51.69%51.69%​​51.69%

10.11%10.11%​​10.11%

14.61%14.61%​​14.61%

5.62%5.62%​​5.62%

8.99%8.99%​​8.99%

44.94%44.94%​​44.94%

8.99%8.99%​​8.99%

29.21%29.21%​​29.21%

1.12%1.12%​​1.12%

Farming and agriculture

Employment opportunities

The Town's history and
​heritage

Community services such
​as fire, water, police, and

​road maintenance

Public utilities such as
​water, sewer, gas, and high-

​speed internet

Affordable cost of living

Rural character

Access to outdoor
​recreation

Being close to family and
​friends

Housing quality

School quality

Clean air and water

Shopping and dining
​options

Low traffic

Not sure / Not applicable

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
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# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Internet options other than spectrum 6/26/2026 3:31 PM

2 Fire coverage 6/18/2026 1:59 PM

3 Stop removing trees 6/10/2026 6:25 PM

4 Bring out water 5/29/2026 11:09 AM

5 Landfill issues 5/29/2026 7:41 AM

6 Road maintenance year round including snow removal and water erosion 5/29/2026 6:30 AM

89 responses

In your opinion, what are the biggest challenges facing the Town of Tyre over the
next 5 – 10 years? (Please select up to 3 that you believe are the most significant.
You may select fewer if only a few apply.

Q7

38.2%38.2%​​38.2%

8.99%8.99%​​8.99%

42.7%42.7%​​42.7%

50.56%50.56%​​50.56%

46.07%46.07%​​46.07%

20.22%20.22%​​20.22%

38.2%38.2%​​38.2%

5.62%5.62%​​5.62%

0%0%​​0%

8.99%8.99%​​8.99%

2.25%2.25%​​2.25%

Managing commercial
​growth

Managing residential
​growth

Maintaining the Town's
​rural character and

​heritage

Protecting natural
​resources and water

​quality

Supporting agriculture and
​farming

Addressing traffic
​congestion

Expanding public water and
​sewer service

Improving access to park
​and recreational areas

Proximity to park and
​recreational areas

Other (please specify)

Not sure / I don't have
​enough information

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
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7 Park and recreational areas that are easy to access and in a convenient location for residents
and visitors.

5/29/2026 2:42 AM

8 Cleaning up vacant properties enforcing codes on property maintenance 5/27/2026 6:21 PM
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88 responses

Should the Town encourage or limit the following: (select one for each column)

Q8

82.56%82.56%​​82.56%

5.75%5.75%​​5.75%

1.18%1.18%​​1.18%

12.79%12.79%​​12.79%

27.59%27.59%​​27.59%

16.47%16.47%​​16.47%

65.52%65.52%​​65.52%

81.18%81.18%​​81.18%

2.33%2.33%​​2.33%

1.15%1.15%​​1.15%

1.18%1.18%​​1.18%

Farming

Convert farmland to
​residential

Convert farmland to retail
​or industrial use

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Encourage Neither encourage nor disco... Limit No opinion

Section C: Housing and Growth
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89 responses

How important is affordable housing in the Town of Tyre? Affordability means an
occupant spends no more than 30 percent of their gross income for housing costs.
(Select one)

Q9

14.61%14.61%​​14.61%

5.62%5.62%​​5.62%

23.6%23.6%​​23.6%

26.97%26.97%​​26.97%

29.21%29.21%​​29.21%

Not important

Slightly important

Neutral

Important

Very important

0% 10% 20% 30%
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# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 NO “low income housing” 5/27/2026 6:08 PM

86 responses

Where should residential development take place in the Town? (Select all that
apply)

Q10

34.88%34.88%​​34.88%

5.81%5.81%​​5.81%

25.58%25.58%​​25.58%

26.74%26.74%​​26.74%

26.74%26.74%​​26.74%

30.23%30.23%​​30.23%

Near existing development

Near the Hamlet of Tyre

Along major roads

In areas with existing
​infrastructure

Throughout the Town

Housing growth should be
​limited

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
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86 responses

What types of housing should be available in the Town now and in the future?
(Select all that apply)

Q11

69.77%69.77%​​69.77%

45.35%45.35%​​45.35%

2.33%2.33%​​2.33%

4.65%4.65%​​4.65%

6.98%6.98%​​6.98%

10.47%10.47%​​10.47%

24.42%24.42%​​24.42%

Single-family homes, 1 to 5
​acres

Single-family homes,
​greater than 5 acres

Duplexes

Townhomes

Apartments

Senior Housing

Mixed housing (all of the
​above in the same area)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
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89 responses

How important is commercial/retail development in Tyre? (Select one)

Q12

30.34%30.34%​​30.34%

25.84%25.84%​​25.84%

23.6%23.6%​​23.6%

15.73%15.73%​​15.73%

4.49%4.49%​​4.49%

Not important

Slightly important

Neutral

Important

Very important

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
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89 responses

Where should future commercial or retail development be located? (Select one)

Q13

87.64%87.64%​​87.64%

3.37%3.37%​​3.37%

8.99%8.99%​​8.99%

Near areas that are already
​developed

In currently undeveloped
​areas

No preference

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%
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88 responses

How supportive are you of expanding water and sewer service to more areas of the
Town? (Select one)

Q14

12.5%12.5%​​12.5%

30.68%30.68%​​30.68%

25%25%​​25%

31.82%31.82%​​31.82%

Not Supportive

Neutral

Supportive

Very supportive

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Section D: Transportation, Recreation, and Environment
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89 responses

Would you support smaller lot sizes if it meant more homes could connect to public
water and sewer instead of relying on septic systems? (Select one)

Q15

29.21%29.21%​​29.21%

46.07%46.07%​​46.07%

24.72%24.72%​​24.72%

Yes

No

Undecided

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%
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77 responses

How much of a concern are speeding and traffic on Town roads (excludes state or
county roads)? (Select one)

3.06/5
Average Rating

Q16

1
2
3
4
5
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89 responses

If the Regional Transit Service created a bus stop near the Route 318/414
interchange, would you use the bus to travel to and from the Rochester region?

Q17

10.11%10.11%​​10.11%

74.16%74.16%​​74.16%

15.73%15.73%​​15.73%

Yes

No

Undecided

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%
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88 responses

What amenities or features would you like to see more of in the Town? (Select all
that apply)

Q18

18.18%18.18%​​18.18%

36.36%36.36%​​36.36%

14.77%14.77%​​14.77%

20.45%20.45%​​20.45%

37.5%37.5%​​37.5%

36.36%36.36%​​36.36%

17.05%17.05%​​17.05%

12.5%12.5%​​12.5%

30.68%30.68%​​30.68%

Open Space

Access to the Erie Canal,
​rivers, or public lands

Outdoor athletic fields

Playgrounds

Trails

Parks

Community Gardens

Sidewalks

None of the above

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
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89 responses

How important is it for the Town to explore opportunities for additional parks or
recreational spaces in the future?

Q19

28.09%28.09%​​28.09%

14.61%14.61%​​14.61%

25.84%25.84%​​25.84%

24.72%24.72%​​24.72%

6.74%6.74%​​6.74%

Not important

Slightly important

Neutral

Important

Very important

0% 10% 20% 30%



The Town of Tyre Comprehensive Plan Update Survey

22 / 25

89 responses

How important is providing safe areas for walking or bicycling throughout the
Town? (Select one)

Q20

25.84%25.84%​​25.84%

20.22%20.22%​​20.22%

17.98%17.98%​​17.98%

21.35%21.35%​​21.35%

14.61%14.61%​​14.61%

Not important

Slightly important

Neutral

Important

Very important

0% 10% 20% 30%
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89 responses

How important is protecting the water quality of lakes, rivers and streams? (Select
one)

Q21

1.12%1.12%​​1.12%

4.49%4.49%​​4.49%

5.62%5.62%​​5.62%

28.09%28.09%​​28.09%

60.67%60.67%​​60.67%

Not important

Slightly important

Neutral

Important

Very important

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
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Q22
Is there anything else you would like Town leaders to consider as a
part of the comprehensive plan update?

Answered: 43
 Skipped: 46

# RESPONSES DATE

1 some people choose to live in a rural area to get away from town and traffic noise. Sadly this
is not the Tyre we once knew. If we wanted to live in all this chaos we could have built our
house in town.

6/28/2026 2:35 PM

2 No data centers or large scale warehouses. Keep commercial area limited to route 414 around
casino and truck stops. There is enough development around the 414/318 intersection. Living
on 318 it is difficult at times to get out of our driveway.

6/25/2026 9:45 AM

3 Solar farms. I feel they should not be expanded. 6/20/2026 1:06 PM

4 I was raised in Tyre and seeing the changes already are not conducive to farming and
agriculture. Keep Tyre as farmland and agriculture.

6/18/2026 7:41 PM

5 Perhaps take Tyre Band Hall and relocate to a designated park, community property and use
as a museum/historic site. Not great location currently at the Highway Dept setting.

6/18/2026 12:26 PM

6 Would love to see town water to be available depending on cost. 6/17/2026 1:20 PM

7 Liquid manure being close to the well water 6/10/2026 6:27 PM

8 Public land open access 6/10/2026 6:25 PM

9 Advanced Communication from town Officer regarding any changes that affect a property 6/9/2026 3:37 PM

10 Water should be up on priority list! 6/8/2026 3:21 PM

11 Farmer need to clean up after there selves after being in a muddy field then driving it in public
road ways.

6/8/2026 3:09 PM

12 PLEASE NO SOLAR FARMS. THis area is beautiful and solar farms are not the way to go.
Keep the natural beauty and historic nature of this town what it is!

6/6/2026 12:19 AM

13 The spending and reckless driving , mainly by Mennonites, is horrendous. We don’t feel safe
walking or riding bikes on the road. Neighbors feel the same. This needs to be addressed .

6/4/2026 1:26 PM

14 Block data centers and solar farms 6/1/2026 6:25 AM

15 Let’s be honest here. The biggest issues in Tyre are not listed on this survey. In fact the
options on this survey are avoiding the biggest problems. Tyre has become a commercial
power house waiting to explode but is hampered by a town board that will not allow commercial
applications.

5/31/2026 9:02 AM

16 Keep it a quiet country town 5/29/2026 7:21 PM

17 Outlaw Outlaw Jake brakes in our beautiful town 5/29/2026 5:07 PM

18 No solar Farms or windmills. 5/29/2026 2:57 PM

19 When roads are repaved (thank you) include in the cost feathering to the existing driveway
height vs leaving it a drop off.

5/29/2026 2:14 PM

20 Karen Townsend is a fantastic board member. Lowering costs of house insurance would help a
lot of people.

5/29/2026 11:11 AM

21 Bring in a nice r restaurant they're developing everything by del largo bringing a nice restaurant 5/29/2026 11:09 AM

22 NO SOLAR PANELS! 5/29/2026 8:49 AM

23 Before spending money on something new, fix water drainage problems on properties that
already exist. Dig out ditches that are overgrown to allow water drain off. Redo under road

5/29/2026 7:50 AM

Section E: Final Thoughts
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culverts to allow proper drainage.

24 Question 16: I didn't understand choices but I would say speeding is a very high concern on
country roads. Traffic is constantly increasing on both main and country roads. Increased trash
being thrown out car windows has increased along with the traffic

5/29/2026 7:10 AM

25 1) We need to consider how many trees are being removed for more agriculture. 2) We have
improved our roads in recent years but that has created drainage and erosion issues along
roadsides and driveways. 3) We need more public awareness when large topics are in need of
discussion like solar farms and the like; 4) I would like to see a more frequent communication
outward to the residents be it an email or mailer on important issues.

5/29/2026 6:30 AM

26 Managing future data center, solar, and large-scale commercial developments. 5/29/2026 2:42 AM

27 Getting water lines installed 5/28/2026 9:12 PM

28 The town board and planning board members should listen to residents opinions. There are to
many rules that don’t apply to our small community.

5/28/2026 9:07 PM

29 The channels to deed off building lots and get building permits are a complete joke in
Tyre.absolutely unbelievable.

5/28/2026 8:51 PM

30 I would like to see more growth down east 318 to include at least water. The more of 318 that
is developed to include water the larger chance of water being run throughout a good portion of
the town. We are in the flow path of seneca meadows and public water is very important not
only for growth within the town but for both commercial and residential. We need to take a hard
look at this if we want our Town to continue to grow and flourish

5/28/2026 8:20 PM

31 limit solar in the designated residential areas 5/28/2026 7:45 PM

32 Continue paying for trash and look in to more internet options 5/28/2026 5:18 PM

33 Continued and stronger moratoriums on solar and wind farms, and an absolute refusal to
accept AI mining facilities and refuse-accepting facilities.

5/28/2026 11:13 AM

34 We need to create more accessible and safe areas for children and families to play. There are
more children in our town now.

5/28/2026 5:20 AM

35 Public water is needed for when dump fails 5/27/2026 10:48 PM

36 A new bigger community building 5/27/2026 10:10 PM

37 keep tyre rural we made the choice to live in a rural area there are all needed retail and
industrial within a reasonable driving distance, keep developement in the 318&414 area.
continue to use the money from delago to keep taxes reasonable keep overhead low there's
more then enough employees currently to meet the towns needs and a hour paid lunch for
employees is absolutely reduculouse the real world would eat these town employees for lunch.

5/27/2026 8:13 PM

38 I live on Route 318 and all the trucks going to the dump leave trash all over our yards. I’m
really tired of picking up trash every other day

5/27/2026 7:59 PM

39 Would like public water on 318/black brook 5/27/2026 7:26 PM

40 Tyre is a small rural country town. It should not be turned into a suburban community like a
recent administrator tried to do. I enjoy Tyre because of the peace and quiet. My closest
neighbors are farm fields, which I appreciate. Land needs to be preserved for the wildlife.
Suburban areas get upset when the wildlife come into their neighborhoods. They seem to
forget that they destroyed wildlife’s homes.

5/27/2026 7:19 PM

41 Enforce zoning on abandoned unoccupied run down properties 5/27/2026 6:21 PM

42 Tyre is a small town. We don’t need to change and try to pretend we’re not. We have so many
larger towns (cities) near by. That’s why we live here, because we don’t want to live there. Low
income people don’t have class, use and abuse as much as possible. What the town should
do is pay a contractor to take down abandoned houses/ buildings. Tell people that have a lawn
full of hoarding stuff needs to be cleaned up. Make the town look nicer for young people to
move into the area.

5/27/2026 6:08 PM

43 Water water water 5/27/2026 5:34 PM





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

220 Salina Meadows Pkwy #120, Syracuse, NY 13212 • 315.457.0537 

MRBGroup.com 
  1 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE:  June 22, 2026               

PROJECT #:  Tyre Comprehensive Plan 

TO:  Elizabeth Partee 

CC: Eric Cooper 
FROM:  Jessica Geary 

RE:  Town of Tyre Comprehensive Plan Open House 

 

 
The Open House occurred at the Tyre Town Hall on June 10, 2026. It was a self-guided 
event where community members could stop by any time between 5:30 PM and 7:30 
PM. 12 people attended the event.  

Station 1: Goals Check: 
Since the Town is updating its plan, we wanted to identify the goals in each chapter of 
the 2014 Comprehensive Plan that should be kept, changed, or removed. We asked the 
community to provide comments for all goals. Ultimately, the feedback provided will 
inform each goal, objective, and policy. 

Land Use Goals 
Working well: 
Identified as working well by numerous people: 

• Goal A: Retain the rural agricultural heritage of the Town 
Needs improvement: 

• Goal B: Manage development to preserve farmland and natural resources 
o There is a desire to keep trees and hedgerows. 

• Goal D: Support commercial and industrial development that fits the 
neighborhood 

o The community would like to see water infrastructure around the 318 and 
414 corridor. Commenters would also like to see LED signs incorporated 
to support commercial and industrial development. 
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Removal: 
None of the goals were identified for removal. 

 

Watershed Protection & Environmental Quality Goals 
Working well: 

• No responses were provided. 
Needs improvement: 

• Goal C: Conserve wildlife habitat 
o A commenter noted that too many trees are being removed in the Town. 

Removal: 
• No responses were provided. 

 
Agriculture & Farmland Goals 
Working well: 

• Goal A: Encourage farming and agricultural businesses and discourage 
uses and regulations that negatively impact farming operations 

o It was stated that the Town should keep ahead of regulations. 
• Goal B: Promote the conservation of productive agricultural land 

Needs improvement: 
• Goal C: Ensure that residential and commercial development are 

consistent with Goals A and B 
o There is a desire to prevent solar installations on productive agricultural 

land. Participants would like to see continued development with aesthetic 
appeal taken into consideration. Additionally, they would like to see 
continued development in areas zoned commercial. 

Removal: 
• No responses were provided. 
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Housing Goals 
Working well: 

• Numerous commenters identified the goals as working well. 
Needs improvement: 

• No responses were provided. 
Removal: 

• No responses were provided. 
 

Tax Base & Economic Development Goals 
Working well: 

• Goal A: Build a tax base that supports community services at a tax rate 
suitable for a rural community 

o No comments were provided, except to note that participants agree with 
the goal.   

Needs improvement: 
• Goal C: Seek to reverse the decline in payments in lieu of taxes (PILOT) for 

the Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge. 
o The community stressed the desire to increase payments paid by the 

Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge. 
• Goal E: Provide regulations and incentives to developers interested in 

building along the major transportation corridors. 
o The community would like to see increased water line infrastructure as 

well as LED signage to support local business development. 
Removal: 

• No responses were provided. 
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Transportation & Infrastructure Goals 
Working well: 

• Goal A: Maintain Town roads for the safe and efficient movement of 
vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians 

• Goal C: Encourage developers to design their sites in existing planned and 
concentrated commercial areas. 

o No comments were provided, except to note that participants agree with 
the goals. It is worth noting that other community members thought these 
goals needed improvement.  

Needs improvement: 
• Goal A: Maintain Town roads for the safe and efficient movement of 

vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians 
o The community would like to see sidewalks installed to increase 

pedestrian safety. There are concerns regarding potholes and the lack of 
roadside shoulders. 

• Goal C: Encourage developers to design their sites in existing planned and 
concentrated commercial areas 

o A commentator stated they would like to see an LED billboard on Magee 
corners. 

• Goal E: Extend municipal water services if feasible and cost effective 
o The community stressed the desire for clean water in the Town. They 

would like to identify the future extension location and implementation 
plans.  

Remove: 
• No responses were provided. 
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Community Facilities & Services Goals 
Working well: 

• Goal A: Create a stronger sense of community 
• Goal B: Complete renovation of the Tyre Band Hall 
• Goal G: Foster the Town-wide development of broadband internet service 

o No comments were provided, except that participants agree with the 
goals.  

Needs improvement: 
• Goal C: Provide residents with information on existing tourism, recreation, 

and church activities in Tyre 
o Provide more tourism, recreation, and church activity information. 

• Goal D: Investigate the possibility and cost of building and maintaining 
hiking/biking trails in Tyre 

o The Town should continue investigating the feasibility of this project. 
• Goal E: Provide information on the historic structures in Tyre 

o The community would like to see Tyre’s historic structures preserved. 
Remove: 

• No responses were provided. 
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History & Historic Resources Goals 
Working well: 

• No responses were provided. 
Needs improvement: 

• Goal A: Provide better documentation of Tyre’s history and settlers 
o Provide more available information regarding Tyre’s history and settlers. 

• Goal B: identify and preserve the town’s major historical resources 
o The community would like to see improved efforts to identify and preserve 

Tyre’s major historical resources. 
• Goal C: Make resources available to those seeking information about the 

town and former residents 
o Provide more available information regarding Tyre and its former 

residents, potentially similar to the resources that the Seneca Falls 
Historical Society provides. 

Removal: 
• No responses were provided. 

 
Plan implications: 

• Overall, the goals were well received. Particular goals were identified for 
improvement, and none were identified for removal. The comments provided will 
help determine potential goal and policy changes. Additionally, these insights 
may result in new goals and policies. 

• Given limited attendance, many of the insights provided need to be analyzed 
against the survey results. This statement also applies to stations 2 through 4.  

•  The Town should focus on commercial development around the 318 and 414 
corridor. 

• Creating new water infrastructure is a priority around the 318 and 414 corridor. 
• Pedestrian amenities such as sidewalks were mentioned as an infrastructure 

need. 
• Prioritize increased maintenance of Town roads. 
• Preservation of trees is important in agriculture and development. 
• It is important to continue to retain the Town’s agricultural character and 

farmland. Additionally, zoning should support the preservation of agriculture.  
• Infrastructure, such as solar, was a new topic mentioned.  
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• Community members would like to see more information and communication 
regarding history, community facilities, and services. 
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Station 2: Community Priorities 
We want to understand community priorities spatially. Specifically, community members 
were asked to locate the areas that are working well, need improvement, or have 
opportunities for growth. 

Areas that are working well:  

• The Town of Tyre Municipal Building  
Areas that need improvement:  

• Old Towpath Road 

• The 318 and 414 corridor and surroundings 

• Tyre Highway Garage 
Areas with growth opportunities:  

• The State Route 318 and 414 corridor should continue commercial development. 
However, commenters did not specify what type of commercial development they 
would like to see.  

• Water infrastructure extending east of Pine View Circle.  
Plan implications: 

• Strategically identify the types of commercial uses that the community would like 
to see around the 318 and 414 commercial corridor.  

• Actively work on submitting a water infrastructure grant application for a new 
water district. Identify homeowners who are interested in forming a water district. 

• Identify the cost of creating a new Town Highway Building or improving the 
existing structure.  

• Identify and consider NYS Housing grant initiatives that can improve single-
family, modular, and mobile homes. 

 

https://mrbgroup.com/


 

220 Salina Meadows Pkwy #120, Syracuse, NY 13212 • 315.457.0537 

MRBGroup.com 
  9 

 

https://mrbgroup.com/


 

220 Salina Meadows Pkwy #120, Syracuse, NY 13212 • 315.457.0537 

MRBGroup.com 
  10 

 

https://mrbgroup.com/


 

220 Salina Meadows Pkwy #120, Syracuse, NY 13212 • 315.457.0537 

MRBGroup.com 
  11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://mrbgroup.com/


 

220 Salina Meadows Pkwy #120, Syracuse, NY 13212 • 315.457.0537 

MRBGroup.com 
  12 

Station 3: What’s changed since 2014? 
The comprehensive plan was last updated in 2014, and as a result, we wanted to see 
the changes that occurred in the community. Specifically, we asked community 
members to identify new issues, ongoing concerns, and improvements since 2014. 

New Issues and Ongoing Concerns: 
• Large-scale infrastructure, such as AI data centers, is a new concern. 

Additionally, solar is an ongoing issue.  
• The Seneca Meadows landfill expansion and manure spreading are negatively 

impacting drinking water quality.  
Improvements: 

• The Fire Department has improved.  
• Commercial businesses such as Del Lago and Dunkin' Donuts are located along 

the 318 and 414 corridor.  
• LED signs are a new trend across the Country and were noted as a general 

improvement since 2014. A resident stated they would like to use them in the 318 
and 414 corridor, as the Town does not allow them. 

Plan implications: 
• The Town should think about whether its geography makes it an attractive place 

for large-scale infrastructure development (e.g., solar farms and AI data centers). 
The Town needs to further consider how to prepare for this type of infrastructure 
through zoning.  

• Focus on residential drinking water quality through a drinking water survey and a 
drinking water source protection plan. This is important to consider, especially as 
Seneca Meadows expands into the future, and potential conflicts arise between 
residents and agricultural land uses. 
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Station 4: Top 3 Priorities  
Community members provided their top three priorities out of a list of nine. The results 
from this station will help the Town determine which goals, objectives, and policies to 
focus on once the Comprehensive Plan is adopted.  

Priority topics included:  

• Agriculture 
• Land Preservation 
• Economic Development 
• Roads and Infrastructure (water and sewer)  
• Parks, Trails, and Recreation 
• Housing 
• Historic Preservation 
• Community Facilities  
• Environmental Quality  

 
The top three priorities were tied amongst 6 planning topics. Economic Development (7 
votes) and Road and Water Infrastructure (7 votes) were tied for first place. Agriculture 
and Parks, Trails, and Recreation were tied for second place at 4 votes each. 
Additionally, Land Preservation, Community Facilities, and Environmental Quality each 
received three votes and tied for third place. The remaining priority topics, such as 
Housing and Historic Preservation, did not receive votes.  

Plan implications: 
• Based on the ranking and the Open House results, focus on economic 

development around the 318 and 414 corridor, and specify the types of 
commercial uses they would like to see. 

• The results emphasize a focus on water infrastructure.  
• Depending on future commercial development, the Town may want to reference 

and consider the principles and planning identified in the 318 and 414 
Commercial Corridor Master Plan. 

• Agriculture is the predominant land use and is a part of the Town’s sense of 
place. It is important that the Town continues to implement agricultural related 
goals, objectives, and actions to preserve its heritage. 
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• Parks, trails, and recreation are plentiful in the Town due to the Montezuma 
National Wildlife Refuge. However, there are no Town-owned parks, trails, or 
recreation areas available. The Town may want to consider identifying a new park 
location. The survey will affirm whether they should pursue a park.   
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Goal
Action 

Number Action Metric Target Goal Action Status
Timeframe Until 

Completion Responsible Agency(s) Progress This Quarter  (Notes) Additional Notes
Land Use
Goal 1: Retain the Town's rural and 
agricultural heritage through zoning 
and land use.

1.1.1

Revise the Town Zoning, Site Plan, and 
Subdivision regulations to address new land use 
trends and to conform with the Comprehensive 
Plan.

Number of Zoning, Site Plan 
Review, and Subdivision 
regulation amendments based 
on new land use trends.

Increase Short (1-3 years) Town Board and Planning Board

1.1.2

Continue to refine Site Plan Review and 
Subdivision Regulations so they are compatible 
with the current zoning law.

Number of Site Plan Review 
and Subdivision regulation 
amendments. Increase Short (1-3 years) Town Board and Planning Board

1.1.3

Combine Zoning, Site Plan Review, Variance, 
and Subdivision Laws as one document online 
for easy access and usability. 

Create one master document 
and upload it to the Town's 
website for public 
consumption. 100% Short (1-3 years) Administrative 

1.1.4

Reassess the placement of the Resource 
Conservation Zone on the Zoning Map to reflect 
the boundaries of the Montezuma National 
Wildlife Refuge.

Identify the boundaries of the 
Resource Conservation Zone 
and amend the Zoning Map 
accordingly. 100% Short (1-3 years) Town Board and Planning Board

Watershed Protection and Environmental Quality
Goal 1: Protect and improve 
groundwater and surface water quality.

1.1.1

Coordinate with the Seneca County Soil and 
Water District to monitor the water quality of 
Black Brook, White Brook, Clyde River, and 
Seneca River and other waterways in the Town. 

Complete biannual test results 
for Black Brook, White Brook, 
and Clyde River.

100% As Needed Town Board

1.1.2

The Town government and citizens will 
collaboratively evaluate environmental hazards 
such as water pollution by testing creeks and 
streams.

Complete biannual water 
pollution test results for creeks 
and streams.

100% Ongoing
Citizens, Town Board and 
Planning Board

1.1.3

Create a drinking water survey to understand 
homeowner drinking water quality. Based on the 
Drinking Water Survey, develop a Drinking 
Water Source Protection Plan that identifies 
strategies to protect drinking water quality.

Create a drinking water 
survey, receive feedback, and 
create a Drinking Water 
Source Protection Plan that 
identifies environmental and 
public health solutions. 100% Short (1-3 years)

Town Board or Special 
Committee

1.2.1

Refer farmers interested in best management 
practices that reduce negative impacts to 
surface and groundwater to the County Soil and 
Water, the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, and the Cornell Cooperative Extension. 

Number of farmers engaged 
and referred to agriculture 
related agencies.

Increase Ongoing Administrative

1.2.2

Provide farmers with sustainable agricultural 
management program resources such as the 
Agriculture Environmental Management 
Program and the Agricultural Non-Point Source 
Abatement and Control Program.

Number of farmers engaged 
and resources provided.

Increase Ongoing Administrative

1.2.3

Coordinate with NYS Agriculture and Markets 
and NYS Department of Environmental 
Conservation when large animal operations do 
not comply with the Concentrated Animal 
Feeding Operation (CAFO) standards.

Number of CAFO non-
compliance cases coordinated 
with NYS Agriculture and 
Markets and NYS Department 
of Environmental 
Conservation.

As Needed As Needed Town Board
Goal 2: Conserve wildlife habitat by 
protecting and maintaining natural 
 ecosystems.

2.1.1

Create a tree preservation ordinance that 
regulates the removal of trees, protects wildlife 
habitat, and requires a tree clearing permit 
approval for the removal of trees in specific 
zoning districts or during construction or 
improving a lot.

Adoption of tree preservation 
ordinance.

100% Short (1-3 years) Planning Board

2.1.2

Incorporate tree preservation standards into site 
plan and subdivision review that identify existing 
tree cover and minimize tree removal.

Amendment of Site Plan and 
Subdivision Review 
incorporating tree preservation 
standards. 100% Short (1-3 years) Planning Board

Implementation Tracking Template



Goal
Action 

Number Action Metric Target Goal Action Status
Timeframe Until 

Completion Responsible Agency(s) Progress This Quarter  (Notes) Additional Notes
Agriculture and Farmland
Goal 1: Preserve productive 
agricultural land in the Town.

1.1.1

Adopt Agricultural Protection Zoning that 
prioritizes agriculture as the primary land use.

Identify locations where 
farming is the primary land 
use, identify specific farm 
related land uses allowed, and 
identify incompatible uses that 
will be restricted. Adopt 
regulations accordingly.

100% Short (1-3 years) Planning Board

1.1.2

Conduct a code audit that analyzes whether 
regulations support agriculture.

Complete the code audit and 
modify the zoning based on 
the audit. 100% Short (1-3 years) Planning Board

1.1.3
Provide farmers with succession planning 
resources as needed.

Number of farmers engaged 
and resources provided. As Needed Ongoing Administrative

1.1.4

Coordinate with the County and advertise 
Agricultural District Open Enrollment and 
Renewal.

Number of farmers who 
received information and 
participated in the Agricultural 
District Open Enrollment 
annually and Renewal process 
that occurs every 8 years.

Increase Ongoing Administrative

1.1.5

Utilizing NYS grant funding, complete a 
Farmland Protection Plan.

Successfully receive NYS 
Grant Funding and complete a 
Farmland Protection Plan. 100% Short (1-3 years)

Administrative/ Special 
Committee

Goal 2: Create safe siting of manure 
storage facilities while supporting 
agricultural operations and 
groundwater quality.

2.1.1

Update the Town's site plan review 
requirements to include manure pits.

Amend the Site Plan Review 
regulations to incorporate 
manure pits. 100% Short (1-3 years) Town Board and Planning Board

2.1.2

Identify manure pits that are hazardous to public 
safety and work with farmers, the County Soil 
and Water District, NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation, and NYS 
Agriculture and Markets to remedy.

Number of manure pits that 
are safe based on 
collaboration with the State, 
County, and farmers.

As Needed Short (1-3 years) Town Board
Housing and Residential Development
Goal 1: Facilitate ways in which 
residents can improve the quality of 
their homes.

1.1.1

Actively engage resident interest in housing 
improvement grant programs offered by the 
County and State. 

Number of residents referred 
to the County and the number 
of houses that receive funding 
for home improvements.

Increase Long term (+5 years)Administrative

1.1.2

Continue to inform citizens regarding housing 
related initiatives at the County level through 
posting notifications in the Town Hall, publicizing 
at Town Hall meetings, and posting notifications 
on social media.

The number of times per year 
housing-related initiatives are 
posted in Town Hall, on social 
media, and publicized at Town 
Hall meetings Increase Ongoing Administrative

Goal 2: Sustain quality, affordable 
housing for the residents of Tyre.

2.1.1

Work with the County to address housing needs, 
including but not limited to first-time home 
buyers and senior citizens.

Number of times the Town 
and residents participate in 
County incentive programs.

Increase Long term (+5 years)Supervisor

2.1.2

Identify vacant or abandoned properties and 
engage with the Seneca County Land Bank to 
create new housing. 

Number of vacant or 
abandoned properties 
revitalized.

Increase Long term (+5 years)Town Board

2.1.3

Allow individual modular and manufactured 
homes to expand affordable living options and 
conform with NYS Executive Law.

Identify appropriate 
regulations and modify the 
Town's zoning as needed.

100% Short (1-3 years) Planning Board and Town Board

2.1.4

Create and distribute a housing survey to 
understand housing preferences, as the 
community wants single-family homes but also 
wants affordable living.

Draft and release the housing 
survey and analyze the results.

100% Short (1-3 years)
Town Board/Planning 
Board/Special Committee

Tax Base and Economic Development



Goal
Action 

Number Action Metric Target Goal Action Status
Timeframe Until 

Completion Responsible Agency(s) Progress This Quarter  (Notes) Additional Notes
Goal 1: Seek appropriate economic 
development opportunities that reflect 
the rural nature of Tyre.

1.1.1

Secure sufficient water capacity to support 
concentrated development in the area of NYS 
Thruway Exit 41 and the intersection of Routes 
414 and 318.

Successfully awarded NYS 
Grant funding and construction 
of water infrastructure.

100% Medium (3-5 years)Town Board

1.1.2

Oppose PILOT agreements without replacement 
compensation from New York State and the 
County Industrial Development Agency. 

Contact with state and county 
economic development 
agencies.

As needed Ongoing Town Board

1.1.3

Collaborate with the Seneca County Industrial 
Development Agency and create a vacant sites 
inventory focusing on the 318 and 414 
Commercial Corridor.

Completion of a vacant sites 
inventory ready for distribution 
to business and developers.

100% Short (1-3 years)

Supervisor/Seneca County 
Industiral Development 
Corporation

1.1.4

Work with County and State agencies to provide 
incentives leading to appropriate development of 
businesses along the major transportation 
corridors of the Town .

Identify incentives and 
advertise them to attract new 
businesses to Town.

As Needed As Needed Town Board/Supervisor
Goal 2: Support commercial 
development that is consistent with the 
character of neighboring areas and the 
town.

2.1.1

Identify the size, scale, and type of commercial 
businesses that should be encouraged in the 414 
and 318 Commercial Corridor and revise 
regulations accordingly.

Complete a commercial 
corridor land use and market 
analysis and modify Town 
regulations accordingly.

100% Short (1-3 years) Planning Board and Town Board
Transportation and Infrastructure
Goal 1: Create well-planned 
infrastructure that is continuously 
maintained, prepared for future land 
use development, and resilient to 
environmental hazards.

1.1.1

Work with state and county transportation 
officials to minimize traffic congestion concerns 
at major highway intersections such as State 
Route 414 and State Route 318 and the entry 
and exit ramp of Interstate 90 and 414.

Congestion reduction concepts 
developed or traffic studies 
completed.

As needed Long term (+5 years)Highway Department/Town Board

1.1.2

Monitor traffic, speed, and sight lines around the 
318 and 414 Commercial Corridor as new 
development is created. Collaborate with state 
and county transportation officials as needed to 
mitigate issues as they arise. 

Plans and projects in place to 
reduce traffic and speed, and 
solutions for site line issues 
when new development is 
created. As Needed Long term (+5 years)

Highway Department/County 
Sherrif

1.1.3

Develop Intermunicipal Agreements for Town 
services related to roads, water, and sewer.

Create, collaborate with 
municipalities, and adopt 
Intermunicipal agreements. 100% As Needed Town Board

1.1.4

Provide additional water service to areas in town 
with a proven need, with an emphasis on 
keeping costs manageable for citizens and 
minimizing development impacts on agriculture.

Water Infrastructure Needs 
assessment and new 
infrastructure.

100% Medium (3-5 years)Town Board

1.2.1

Coordinate with the Seneca County Soil and 
Water District and inform them of roadside ditch 
flooding as a result of severe rainstorms. 

Number of times informing the 
Seneca County Soil and Water 
District of roadside ditch 
flooding and successful 
mitigation of flooded roadside 
ditches. As Needed Ongoing Highway Department

1.2.2

Actively maintain Town roadside ditches and 
culverts by properly mowing and removing 
debris to avoid flooding during extreme 
rainstorm events. Use a maintenance schedule 
to track roadside ditch upkeep activity.

Number of times a month 
roadside ditches and culverts 
are mowed and debris is 
removed. Monthly update of 
maintenace schedule.

Ongoing Ongoing Highway Department

1.3.1

Stay up to date on the latest solar regulations 
that protect farmland and community character. 
Modify the zoning as needed.

Identify model solar 
regulations annually and the 
number of applicable zoning 
modifications. Increase Ongoing Town Board/Administrative



Goal
Action 

Number Action Metric Target Goal Action Status
Timeframe Until 

Completion Responsible Agency(s) Progress This Quarter  (Notes) Additional Notes

1.3.2

Adopt a litter ordinance focused on roadside 
trash, and collaborate with the County Sheriff to 
reduce litter from vehicles and garbage trucks.

Number of tickets distributed 
for littering.

As Needed Short (1-3 years)
Zoning Enforcement Officer/Town 
Board

1.3.3

Adopt regulations that mitigate community and 
environmental impacts from data centers.

Identify appropriate 
regulations and modify the 
Town's zoning as needed. 100% Ongoing Town Board/Administrative

Community Facilities and Services
Goal 1: Create a strong sense of 
community within Tyre.

1.1.1
Construct a new highway building. Plan, design, engineer, and 

construct the building. 100% Short (1-3 years) Town Board

1.1.2

Create a Parks and Recreation Study to evaluate 
needs in the Town and supporting remedies.

Complete the Parks and 
Recreation Study.

100% Medium (3-5 years)Town Board

1.1.3

Coordinate with the Chamber of Commerce to 
create an "activities in Tyre" page that provides 
information relating to churches, Montezuma 
Winery, Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge 
trails, hiking/biking trails, and recreation areas 
close to Tyre. 

New website content for each 
community activity.

100% Short (1-3 years) Town Board

1.1.4

Revisit improving the Band Hall as future needs 
arise.

Assess Band Hall conditions 
and identify improvement 
projects. 100% As Needed Town Board

1.1.5

Continue to utilize the Town's website and social 
media to provide information relating to facilities 
and services available within the town for 
residents. 

Quarterly website update

100% Ongoing Administrative
Historic Resources
Goal 1: Identify and preserve the major 
historical resources of the Town.

1.1.1

Create a log of the nine former school districts 
and procure any type of information (pictures, 
stories, location etc.) that is available. 

Report on each school district

100% Long term (+5 years)Town Historian

1.1.2

Record the locations and historical information 
for the oldest houses and the current and former 
cobblestone homes in Tyre.  

Research and create a report 

100% Medium (3-5 years)Town Historian

1.1.3

Determine whether the barns around Middle 
Black Road and Black Brook Road are of historic 
significance and document them accordingly. 
Engage interested landowners in potentially 
registering them in the state or national historic 
register.

Complete an assessment of 
barns and their potential 
historical significance. Number 
of residents engaged in the 
process of registering their 
barn in the state or national 
registry. 100% Long term (+5 years)Town Historian

Goal 2: Provide documentation of 
Tyre’s history and cemeteries.

2.1.1
Continue to maintain documentation for Town 
Cemetary Ownership

Track ownership of 5 
cemetaries annually. 100% Long term (+5 years)Town Historian

2.1.2

Provide the public with information on the 
historic structures in Tyre on the Town website. 

Research on each historic 
structure and posting to 
website. 100% Medium (3-5 years)Town Historian
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